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The year is 1954. U.S. Marshal Teddy Daniels and his new partner, Chuck Aule, have come to

Shutter Island, home of Ashecliffe Hospital for the Criminally Insane, to investigate the

disappearance of a patient. Multiple murderess Rachel Solando is loose somewhere on this remote

and barren island, despite having been kept in a locked cell under constant surveillance. As a killer

hurricane relentlessly bears down on them, a strange case takes on even darker, more sinister

shadesâ€”with hints of radical experimentation, horrifying surgeries, and lethal countermoves made

in the cause of a covert shadow war. No one is going to escape Shutter Island unscathed, because

nothing at Ashecliffe Hospital is what it seems. But then neither is Teddy Daniels.
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Readers approach an established author with expectations. Not that there's anything wrong with

that. Those expectations help keep readers familiar with the author, while recommending the author

to friends and attending book signings --- all of those good things. So what does one do when a

favorite author not only steps away from established characters, but also takes a familiar genre...

and tinkers with it a bit, and thus transforms it into something else?This is precisely what Dennis

Lehane does with SHUTTER ISLAND, a book very different from what he has done in the past and

also different from what others laboring mightily in the mystery and suspense idiom have done.

Lehane made his bones with five novels featuring the duo of Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro.

His last novel, MYSTIC RIVER, was a departure from those characters but still covered the same

territory that Lehane has demonstrated an intimate familiarity with, that being modern-day, working



class Boston, through the prism of the detective novel. SHUTTER ISLAND is a totally different

animal.SHUTTER ISLAND takes place not in 2003 but in 1954 and not in Boston but in view of it ---

in Ashecliffe Hospital --- located on Shutter Island, an island with a history dating back to the Civil

War. The tale is told through the eyes of U.S. Marshal Teddy Daniels, the son of a fisherman, a man

whose life has been marked by tragic violence and sorrow suffered in quiet silence. When we meet

Daniels, he is on his way to Ashecliffe Hospital to investigate the disappearance of Rachel Solando,

one of the patients. Her disappearance is significant because Ashecliffe is not an ordinary hospital,

but a treatment and holding center for the criminally insane.
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